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bulletin of the New Hampshire PTA 

affiliated with the National Congress of Parents and Teachers 

Vol. 47 No. 4                 May/June 2011 

SUMMER DISTRICT MEETING SCHEDULE 

The New Hampshire PTA Board of Directors will host Summer District Meetings this coming August. The 

intent of these meetings is to provide needed information to local PTA/PTSAs that will help ensure a successful 

start-up in the New Year. Additionally, these meetings provide an opportunity for presidents and their boards to 

network with their district director and other PTA leaders in their area. Please note that these meetings are NOT 

exclusive to presidents. They are intended to educate all board members. Highlighted topics are geared towards 

presidents, treasurers, membership chairs, and reflections chairs. Please plan on attending these valuable. 

¶ The meetings will be a potluck affair. 
¶ A post-card reminder will be mailed to all presidents during the month of July. 
¶ All of these meetings will start promptly at 6:00 PM. 

 

 

August, District 1, 3, 4:                               TBD 

August, District 6 & 10:                              TBD 

August 8, Districts 5 & 7:                           Valley View Community Center, NH 

August 16, Districts 8:                               Westmoreland Town Hall, Westmoreland, NH  

August, District 9:                                     TBD 

August 17, District 2:                                Barka Elementary School, Derry, NH 
 

 

Meeting times and dates for Districts 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, and 10 will be posted as soon as locations are 

determined. 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΗ 
Submitted by: Michael Mooney, President NH PTA 

 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

Softballs being hit by boys and girls fill the air.  While all this is going on, traditional change in the PTA is 

happening as well, local units are voting for their new Officers to guide them into the next school year.  If you 

are part of this exciting change, Congratulations!  Several things you should know, you are not alone. As a local 

unit Officer, there are people to support you with the questions you might have.  Furthermore, during the 

summer you will be notified about Summer District Meetings. These are designed to help you establish a 

rapport with members of NH PTA, along with providing pertinent information on the upcoming school year,  

ŀƴŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

Congratulations go out to Indian River School (Middle School) in Enfield/Canaan and Unity Central 

School in Unity as they become the newest members of the NH PTA family, WELCOME! 

5ƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ t¢! wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΚ  !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘΩǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

school?  Over the last several years 21 Students from New Hampshire Schools have been awarded National 

Recognition ranging from Award of Merit to Award of Excellence, this year Adam Bohorquez of Hampstead 

PTSA won the National Award of Outstanding Tops in his field in Film Production.  Congratulations Adam! 

 Over the last 8 months I have been involved in a Task Force with the NH Department of Education, 

regarding Effective Teaching.  NH PTA, as a member of this group, represented parents.  Our work, while just 

completed, represents the work of over 60 dedicated professionals each putting in over 85 hours each for a 

common goal.   A final report should be released later in the summer, as this is just the beginning of all 

important work.  We as parents are in fact a vital part of a quality education.  You are your cƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 

advocate. Thank You for all that you do every day of the year, for your Child and School! 

I will be blogging from the National PTA Convention June 7th thru 12th, keep in touch.    
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Saying So LongΧΦ 
Submitted by: Michael Mooney 

President NH PTA 
 

As New Hampshire State PTA President for 

the last three and a half years I have had the 

extreme pleasure of having an Office Manager to 

keep me in check.  Kristine Nippert, for those of 

ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛǎ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 

of New Hampshire PTA. If you have been a member 

or an Officer of a Local Unit and placed a call to our 

office the person that you have dealt with is 

YǊƛǎǘƛƴŜΦ  LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ bI t¢! Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ 

lucky to have Kristine support our volunteer 

efforts; regardless of your involvement in PTA the 

professionalism you received was top notch.  

Kristine, without sounding completely lost 

for words, Thank You!   I am sure that you will be a 

champion at whatever life has in store for you.  The 

dedication and passion that you have when a task 

is presented is without boundaries, Thank you, as 

you prepare to tackle the next chapter and 

challenge in your life.   

 

Giving Thanks to Volunteers 

Submitted by: Ian MacDonald 
VP Outreach NH PTA 

 
As the end of the year arrives take a look 

back at all the events you did over the year and 

make sure you give thanks to everyone who helped 

out in any way.  This is one of the easiest ways to  

Giving Thanks to Volunteers Cont 

retain volunteers for the next year.  Some of the 

ways to thank them are to ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ 

or to write a card. For an outstanding volunteer, 

you should nominate them for an award from the 

NH PTA and we can present it to them at the 

Convention in November. 

Greetings 
Submitted by: Brenda Willis 

Office Manager, NH PTA 
 

 I would like to begin by saying that I am 
excited to have been selected as the new Office 
Manager for NHPTA. I have enjoyed my role as 
District 2 Director and look forward to meeting and 
assisting all the other units in New Hampshire. For 
those of you who know me, you are aware that I 
have been a long time advocate for New 
Hampshire's children and it is an honor to be such 
an integral part of the largest child advocacy 
organization, working with so many dedicated 
people who strive to enrich the lives of 
our children. As your Office Manager, my primary 
responsibility is to support you.  I will do my best to 
respond to your questions in a timely manner, 
providing answers, suggestions and 
encouragement.  
 
 If you have suggestions or comments about 
how NH PTA or I can serve you better please let me 
know. I welcome your comments, suggestions and 
feedback and I look forward to working with all of 
you. 
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The Official PTA Kit 

Submitted by: Brenda Willis 
Office Manager, NH PTA 

 
 Register for your free Official PTA Kit and 
get the tools you need to serve your community 
and run your PTA. The kit contains the invaluable 
PTA Quick-Reference Guides, as well as 
membership materials, program and advocacy 
resources, and special offers from national 
partners. 
 
 All local PTAs must register to receive their 
kit for the 2011ς2014 year. The registration form 
allows your incoming PTA president or other 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ preferred 
shipping address and dateτto ensure that the kit 
gets into the right hands at the right time. 
 
 Kit registration is available online through 
September 16th at PTA.org/OfficialKit. Kits will ship 
weekly starting late June, based on unit orders. 
 
The Official PTA Kit is available exclusively to PTAs 
in good standing. 
 

 

NH PTA Welcomes New Board 
Members  

 The New Hampshire PTA Board of Directors 
is excited to announce the addition of Angie 
Ackerman as our new District 8 Director and Kim 
Cyr, as our Bulletin Editor. Angie comes to us from 
Westmoreland, NH and Kim from Derry, NH where 
they have served as officers on their local PTA 
Boards. Both come to us with a wealth of 
knowledge and ideas and will be valuable additions 
to our Board. We look forward to working side by 
side with them 

 NH PTA Welcomes New Board Members Cont. 
 
 as we advocate for the children of New 
Hampshire. 
 

 

End of Year Action Items 

 
1.  Please Fill out and return the 2011-2012 

Officers Form to the state office by June 10th 
(even if there is no change in leadership). This 
will ensure that you receive pertinent 
information from the State and National PTA to 
help your units get up and running in the fall. 

2. Apply for the many unit and volunteer awards 
included in the Winter Packets. 

3. Register for your 2011-нлмн άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ t¢! YƛǘέΦ  
 
Please note: Additional forms and applications can 
be found on the NH PTA website at: 
www.nhpta1.org . 
 

 

Reflections Program 
2010-2011 Summary 

Submitted by: Sally Bertrand 
 

 NH PTA's 2010-2011 Reflections Program 

was a successful one which charted new territory 

for our state. We had six winners at the National 

level, including an Outstanding Interpretation 

Award.  This award was given to Adam Bohorquez 

for the best film from all entries in the country, 

regardless of age. We believe this award is a first 

for New Hampshire! Congratulations to Adam, as 

well as the other award recipients listed below: 

 

http://www.nhpta1.org/
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Reflections Summary Cont 

 

Outstanding Interpretation Award: 

Adam Bohorquez, Middle/Junior Film Production 
from Hampstead PTSA 

 Adam receives an expense paid trip to the 
National PTA Convention in Orlando, Florida in 
June, as well as an $800 arts education award, and 
a $200 award for Hampstead PTSA. 

*When asked how he got started making his 
animated LEGO movies, Adam responded: 

άMy Dad showed me how to make stop-motion 

films about 5 years ago, when he helped me 

animate a Lego guy riding around on a motorcycle. 

Then I entered the Reflections Program for the first 

time, when the theme was "My Favorite Place." I 

didn't have any equipment or programs that I have 

now, and the animation wasn't really good. The 

legs of the Lego people didn't even move! Since 

then, I've entered the Reflections Program 3 more 

times (counting this time). The film that received 

"Outstanding Interpretation" took about a couple 

of weekends to finish, and I spent Spring Break 

making next year's entry!έ 

Awards of Excellence: 

Demiana Remick, Senior Dance Choreography from 
Gilford District PTA 

Allie Stift, Middle/Junior Photography from North 
Salem PTA 

 Demiana and Allie will each receive a $200 

cash award. 

 

 

 

Reflections Summary Cont 

 
Awards of Merit: 

Amanda Ray, Senior Literature from Gilford District 
PTA 

Cassandra Wright, Middle/Junior Literature from 
Gilbert H. Hood PTSA 

Kaitlyn Mazur, Intermediate Musical Composition 
from Sandown PTA 

 The list of national winners may be 
accessed through the National PTA Reflections 
website at http://pta.org/2036.htm . Eventually all 
entries winning at the national level will appear in 
an online gallery at www.ptareflections.org . 

 Those PTAs who had first place entries at 
the state level will be asked to pay for the student 
and family to attend the Cultural Arts Luncheon in 
November. Even if the student is moving on to 
another school, it will be your PTA's responsibility, 
so please put approximately $20 per person into 
next year's budget. 

 Next year's theme is "Diversity means..." 
More information, including the state deadline, will 
be available as soon as the National dates and rules 
are released. 

 

PIRC Funding Office 
Submitted by: John-Michael Dumais 

 NH PIRC Rep 
 

 NH State PIRC (Parent Information and 
Resource Center) is one of the grants under the PIC 
(Parent Information Center) umbrella. PIRC funding 
from the US Department of Education is being 
discontinued for the FY 2011-12. We are currently 

 
 

http://pta.org/2036.htm
http://www.ptareflections.org/
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PIRC Funding Office Cont 

 

working to identify alternative sources of funding 
for PIRC program areas. While we anticipate other 
federal sources of family engagement funds to be 
made available in 2012, there will be an 
interruption in some of the PIRC services. PIC will 
continue to operate with its current grants, 
including PIC on Special Education and other 
programs. 
 

 

PIRC Programs 
Submitted by: John-Michael Dumais 

NH PIRC Rep 

 

 PIRC will continue to offer programs 

through September 30, and will apply for a no-cost 

extension to continue some programs through at 

least October. If any PTA would like us to work with 

you, please contact us right away so we can get the 

workshop or technical assistance scheduled.  

Currently, we are scheduling through September. 

For a complete list of workshops, see 

www.nhpirc.org/workshops.shtml. 

 

 As we have for the past several years, PIRC 

will promote October as NH Parent Involvement in 

Education Month, and will hold the Family-School-

Community Engagement Recognition Awards 

event, this year on October 3 in Hooksett. We will 

be sending out nomination forms soon. 

 

 PIRC has trained over 300 community 

volunteers in early childhood literacy and  

 

PIRC Programs Cont 

 

kindergarten readiness workshops, as well as in 

some school-age topics*. These volunteers can 

come to your school or group at no cost to you, to 

offer parents valuable training in how to prepare 

their children for a successful educational 

experience and for lifelong learning. Workshops 

are fun and interactive. For more information, see 

www.nhpirc.org/literacyandreadiness.shtml. To 

inquire about kindergarten or school-age 

workshops, please call Veronica at 848-5652. For 

early literacy workshops, please call Kimm at 848-

5446. 

 

 PIRC is looking to continue supporting 

schools in the Solid Foundation program 

(www.nhpirc.org/schoolsupport.shtml), even after 

the end of federal funding. There will be a cost to 

schools to do this. For more information, please 

call Karen at 848-5667. 

 

 We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Michael Mooney, Kristine Nippert, and 

everyone at NH PTA for being strong supporters of 

and partners with our program and staff over the 

past several years. We anticipate picking up where 

we leave off when new federal funding is made 

available. 

 

* School-age topics include: Parents and 

Educations Working Together; Motivating Middle 

School Readings; Interactive Reading; and Helpful 

Homework Hints. 

 

 

 

http://www.nhpirc.org/workshops.shtml
http://www.nhpirc.org/literacyandreadiness.shtml
http://www.nhpirc.org/schoolsupport.shtml
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Parents and Learning Workshop 

for Staff 

 
 NH Parent Information Resource Center 

trains teachers to provide parent workshops 

focused on creating a stronger 

family/school/community relationship. Two 

teachers, Betsy Mathews and Maura McGowan 

from Fairgrounds Elementary recently held a 

Parents and Learning Workshop for over forty of 

the staff members in their school!  With this 

workshop Betsy and Maura were able to talk about 

and encourage their fellow staff members to feel 

more confident on how to communicate with the 

parents in their school, and with successful 

modifications to the workshop like using pipe 

cleaners instead of noodles they were able to pull 

off a very successful event. Congratulations and 

keep up the good work!  

 Contact Veronica Bodden for more details if 

you are interested in holding a Parents and 

Learning Workshop for staff at your school at 

either vbodden@nhpirc.org or 848-5652. 

 

 

One World, Many Stories 
 

 This summer, let NH Parent Information 
and Resource Center provide workshops to parent 
groups and build a love of reading! Sessions 
provide fun, practical easy to learn tips on how to 
introduce books and sounds and are tied into the 

summer reading theme: One World, Many 
Stories 

 
One World, Many Stories Cont 

 
 Bonding with Books provides an overview 
for parents of how to introduce books to very 
young children and develop a sense of what types 
of books are appropriate for different ages. 
 
 Make Reading Fun: Creating Your Own 
Books Provides ideas, tools and materials for 
parents to learn how to make simple books. No 
matter what your comfort level is with reading, 
making a book and sharing a story with a young 
child is a fast (and easy) way to help children grow 
to love books. 
 
*Supporting Language and Literacy Every Day: 
Language and literacy skills are connected to more 
than just reading. There are many activities during 
the day that provide an opportunity to have fun 
with words. Learn how to promote literacy in a 
wide range of activities from pretend play, to self 
expression, to painting, to finger plays, songs, and 
more. 
 
*Reading Aloud: Reading aloud to young children 
is one of the most effective ways to support 
language and literacy development. Children who 
are read to associate reading with pleasant, warm 
feelings. This workshop focuses on reading aloud in 
a way that engages and actively involves young 
children. 
 
* Developed by the national organization Reading 
is Fundamental 
 
 Activity materials or a free book are 
provided at each session. Sessions are offered at no 
cost! 
 
 Call for details, or to schedule a workshop in 
your community, contact Kimm Phillips at 848-
5446 or kphillips@nhpirc.org. 

 

mailto:vbodden@nhpirc.org
mailto:kphillips@nhpirc.org
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 

Officers 
 

President  Michael Mooney 16 Norway Plains Rd Rochester   03868   332-7634 
VP-Leadership   Sabrina Brown   8 Perkins Place  Woodsville   03785   747-2399 
VP Outreach  Ian MacDonald  189 Moultonville Rd Center Ossipee  03814    692-0938 
Treasurer   Yvette Brooks   736 Kingshighway  Middleton   03887  473-2042 
Bulletin Editor  Kimberly Cyr   71 Stark Rd  Derry   03038  434-0418 

 
 

District Directors 
 

District #1   Carol Kingston   Sloane Road   Enfield    03748   632-7007 
District #3   Sabrina Brown   8 Perkins Place  Woodsville   03785   747-2399 
District #7   Elisabeth Hill   220 Spring Street  Farmington   03835   755-4830 
District #8  Angie Ackerman 8 Old Moore Rd  Westmoreland  03467  399-7705 
District #10  Heidi Trottier   76 Shelburne Road  Merrimack   03054   493-1621 
 
 

Committee Chairmen 
 

Technology   Gwen Pham   23 Granite Street  Rochester   03867   973-2163 
Youth Chair   Alyssa OôDonnell  9L Bonnie Lane  Derry    03038   234-9818 
Health & Safety   Laurie Fleming   3 South Range Road Derry    03038   437-2149 
Jewelry & Life   Jen MacDonald  9 Pinkham Avenue  Somersworth   03878   692-0938 
Legislation   Carol Kingston   Sloane Road   Enfield    03748   632-7007 
Reflections   Sally Bertrand   1 Jeff Lane   Derry    03038   432-7714 
Education   Jayne DiPirro   67 Chester Road  Derry    03038   437-0506 
NH PIRC Rep  John-Michael Dumais  P.O. Box 2405   Concord   03302   224-7005 
Scholarship  Gwen Pham   23 Granite Street  Rochester   03867   973-2163 
 
 

State Office 
 

Brenda Willis, Office Manager   24 Maxwell Drive   Derry, NH 03038  1-877-701-4PTA 
 
 

National PTA 1-800-307-4702
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Thank You To 

 

 

All of Our  

 

 

Silver  

 

 

Sponsors!! 
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